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 Introduction  

On t he First of October 2006 the HUMBOLDT pr o-

ject started. Since then the project has focussed on 

the creation and testing of IT solutions to support 

the harmonisation of spatial data to be used 

within Spatial Data Infrastructures (SDIs). In HU M-

BOLDT harmonisa tion is understood as a process 

of transforming the available data  (SDIs of the 

first generation) into data, which can be used in 

various applications and information products  

(SDIs of the upcoming second generation).  

The project is funded by the GMES (Global Monitor-

ing for Environment and Security) programme and 

aims at supporting the realisation of the European 

Directive INSPIRE in GMES-related applications. But 

HUMBOLDT is not limited to the goals of INSPIRE. 

Furthermore, the project follows the goal of provid-

ing solutions that simplify the use of spatial data 

almost where ver required. Following the inspiration 

of Alexander von Humboldt, the project’s philoso-

phy is:  

REUSE the existing, EXTEND by need, A RRIVE 

at the ESDI and PROSPER by applic ations.  

The project’s name was inspired by the work of 

Alexander v. Humboldt whose primary aim was to 

integrate the knowledge of his time to gain new 

insights and to advance all areas of science. Follow-

ing the same path, it is the aim of the HUMBOLDT 

project to build on the existing know-how within 

and outside the GI community, and to manage and 

advance the implementation process of a European 

Spatial Data Infrastructure. This integrated network 

of systems providing data and services will allow 

the sustained use of existing services as well as the 

development of new applications and business 

models. The availability of data is – despite ongoing 

efforts – still highly fragmented and heterogeneous. 

Harmonisation can contribute to the creation of 

new knowledge by combining data that previously 

could not be integrated - or only with prohibitively 

high cost. Furthermore, entirely new processes that 

replace existing complicated activities and have a 

higher efficiency can be developed on the basis of 

the proposed system.  

This document briefly summarises the main activities 

carried out by HUMBOLDT during the first year of 

the project and the possibilities for stakeholders 

outside the project to engage with the project. Fur-

ther information can be found at the project’s web-

site http://www.esdi -humboldt.eu.  

Project outline  

High-quality and easily accessible geoinformation 

can deliver enormous value to different fields of 

application in politics, government, research and 

business. Implementing Spatial Data Infrastructures 

tries to open the potentials resulting from this situa-




